
  

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Liturgical Year 2023 - The Fifth Sunday of the Great Season of Lent 
 

The Miracle of Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 

 

I’ve been thinking this past week about the miracle of sharing our gifts and the impact we have in 
the world by sharing our gifts. Our parish has lost two beautiful souls recently with the deaths of 

Chris Jovanovich and Marilyn Klob. Each in their own way had a tremendous impact on the lives 

of those they touched. They influenced so many and made the world a better place by the good they 

had done and by their unique and beautiful gifts they shared. Chris Jovanovich’s funeral was the 

largest funeral I’ve ever celebrated...close to 500 people attended.The participation of so many at 

the funeral vigil and funeral Mass testified to the impact that one person can make in the world. 

Marilyn Klob (one of our nonagenians) gave many years of her life as a Second Grade school 

teacher. Teachers are some of the most influential people and role models especially for young 

children. Sharing our God given gifts, talents and strengths are important ways we glorify God and 
work miracles! 

 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (John, chapter 11) we will listen to the account of the raising Lazarus from 

the dead. As we know the story, Jesus was absent when his good friend Lazarus had died. But on 

hearing of his death Jesus immediately went to Bethany to console Martha and Mary, Lazarus’s 

sisters. Seeing their anguish and grief, Jesus took pity on them and with great mercy, shared his 

miraculous healing gifts to raise their brother Lazarus from the dead. I think the Lord’s actions 

show us that when we share our gifts, miracles happen. This weekend we are having a Ministry 

Fair. The Ministry Fair is an invitation and a reminder to share our gifts and talents that God has 

given us with each other in the ministries of our parish family. Being a part of a parish family is 
not the responsibility of a few people to share their gifts in ministry; it is an opportunity for us all 

to live our baptismal commitments more fully, with generosity and love.  

 

As we begin the final stretch of Lent over the next week, this is a time to more ardently be attentive 

to our lenten observances and “Bona Opera” commitments of doing good works of mercy. Prayer, 
fasting, alms giving, doing penance and offering ourselves, sharing our gifts in ministry and service 

are miracles waiting to happen. They are miracles that can change our lives and the lives of others. 

By sharing our gifts, we become more devoted followers of Christ, engaged members of the parish 

and give glory to Jesus Christ. 

 

May the Lord Jesus in his compassion, have mercy on us. 
 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


